
Time 2 Change  
Why bad things happen to smart people  

 

THE PRINCIPLE OF THE PATH: 
Direction, not intention, leads to destination. 

 
How do you know which path to be on? 
 

The prudent see danger and take refuge, but the simple keep going and 
pay the penalty. Proverbs 27:12 (NIV) 
 

Before every man there lies a wide and pleasant road (Path) that seems 
right but ends in death. Laughter cannot mask a heavy heart. When the 
laughter ends, the grief remains. The backslider gets bored with himself; 
the godly man’s life is exciting. Proverbs 14:12-14 (TLB) 
 

How to change paths: 
 

1. Intentionally do something different NOW.  
 

Take action.   
 

If you wait for perfect conditions, you will never get anything done.  
Ecclesiastes 11:4 TLB 



2. Pay the price now.  
 

Pay the penalty. 
 
3. Be the prudent, not the simple.  
 

The prudent see danger, but the simple (Don’t). 
 
4. Dream about, and look forward to, the refuge (freedom). 
 

Take refuge. 
 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own un-
derstanding. Seek His will in all you do, and He will show you which 
path to take. Proverbs 3:5-6 (NLT)  

Going deeper on your own…Get a piece of paper and write down the 
two or three key areas of your life you feel is most in need of a major 
change (relationship, marriage, kids, finances, spiritual, health, etc.). 
Write out what you feel is wrong in those areas. Now dream about 
what you hope it will be one year from now, five years from now, and if 
you can imagine, ten years from now. What is one thing you can do 
right now to get you 50% closer to the dream? What is holding you 
back from that dream becoming a reality? If you need help with this 
decision or change what is holding you back from getting that help? 
Read Proverbs 13:20 and Proverbs 27:17 and then pray, asking God to 
help you see the help you need and then go get it.  


